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would keep them from taking advantage of the illiterate people they have to deal with.
Perhaps their appointment as celebrants and registrars of marriages might do something towards giving them a self-respecting and a fairly comfortable position during the last flicker of their existence as a separate class. It must be understood that whereas the registration of births and deaths is carried out by the civil agency, the registration of marriages is only carried out in the case of Christian marriages, or marriages celebrated in what would be called registrar's offices in England. These represent a microscopic minority for the huge population of 294,000,000 who inhabit India. Practically, we may say that all Hindu and Muhammadan marriages are ecclesiastical marriages, and, as far as the State is concerned, are not registered at all. Unofficially the priests (the Muhammadan Maulvi or Kazi who celebrates the marriage may be called by that name for convenience), no doubt, keep a note of these; but such notes are not systematically kept, and precisely in those cases where litigation arises and disputes take place, a great opportunity is offered for forgeries. In a large number of cases, however, even these unsatisfactory notes are not available, and oral evidence is all that can be adduced by either party. The priests have no official status, and in many cases are poor, struggling men, and scarcely distinguishable from loafers.